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@ RAKE receiver with selective ray combining. 



(g) A modified RAKE receiver, referred to as a WRAKE receiver is used in CDMA communications. It is 
particularly adaptable to a siibtractive CDMA system. The receiver includes a radio receiver for receiving 
and demodulating a composite signal of overlapping transmitted signals (spread signals), a sampler to 
sample ttie received signals, a selector for selecting different groups of samples, a conrelator for 
correlating the samples with known despreading codes and a comparator to detemnine the symbol 
transmitted. The receiver also includes a combiner which combines either different groups of samples 
together or combines different correlation values together. The sample groups selected are channel 
independent and combine data received from different time shifts. Likewise, the sample groups for each 
channel and the oorrelatton values are time-of-arrival independenL 
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informational data stream or channel ts allocated a unique spreading code. 

A plurality of coded information signals modulate a radio frequency carrier, for example by quadrature 
phase shift keying (QPSK), and are jointly received as a composite signal at a receiver. Each of the coded 
signals overlaps all of the other coded signals, as well as noise-related signals, in both frequency and time. 

5 If the receiver is authorized then the composite signal is correlated with one of the unique codes, and the cor- 
responding information signal can be Isolated and decoded. 

One CDMA technique, called "traditional CDMA with direct spreading', uses a signature sequence to rep- 
resent one bit of Information. Receiving the transmitted sequence or its complement (the transmitted binary 
sequence values) Indicates whether the Information bit Is a "0" or *r. The signature sequence usually conrv 

10 prises N bits, and each bit is called a "chip". The entire N-chip sequence, or its complement. Is referred to as 
a transmitted symbol. The receiver correlates the received signal with the known signature sequence of Its 
own signature sequence generator to produce a normalized value ranging from -1 to *^ . When a large positive 
correlatk>n results, a "0" Is detected; when a large negative correlatton results, a "1" is detected. 

Another CDMA technique, called "enhanced CDMA with direct spreading" allows each transmitted se- 

15 quence to represent more than one bit of information. A set of code words, typically orthogonal code words or 
bi-orthogonal code words, Is used to code a group of information bits Into a much longer code sequence or 
code symbol. A signature sequence or scramble mask Is modulo-2 added to the binary code sequence before 
transmlssk)n. At the receiver, the known scramble mask Is used to descramble the received signal, which Is 
then correlated to all possible code words. The code word with the largest correlation value Indicates which 

20 code word was most likely sent, indicating which informatton bits were most likely sent One common ortho- 
gonal code is the Waish-Hadamard (WH) code. 

In both tradittonal and enhanced CDMA, the "information bits" referred to above can also be coded bits, 
where the code used is a block or oonvdutional code. One or more information bits can form a data symbol. 
Also, the signature sequence or scramble mask can be much longer than a single code sequence, In which 

25 case a subsequence of the signature sequence or scramble mask is added to the code sequence. 

In many radio communication systems, the received signal Includes two components, an 1 (in-phase) conv 
ponent and a Q (quadrature) component This results because the transmitted signal has two components, 
and/or the intervening channel or lack of coherent carrier reference causes the transmitted signal to be divided 
into I and Q components. In a typical receiver using digital signal processing, the received I and Q component 

30 signals are sampled every Tc seconds, where Tc is the duration of a chip, and stored. 

In mobile communication systenns, signals transmitted between base and mobile stations typically suffer 
firom echo distortion or time dlsperston, caused by, for example, signal reflections from large buildings or nearby 
mountain ranges. Multipath disperston occurs when a signal proceeds to the receiver along not one but many 
paths so that the receiver hears many echoes having different and randomly varying delays and amplitudes. 

35 Thus, when multipath time dispersion is present in a CDMA system, the receiver receives a composite signal 
of multiple versions of the transmitted symbol that have propagated along different paths (referred to as "rays") 
having relative time delays of less than one symbol period. Each distinguishable "ray" has a certain relative 
time of arrival k Tc seconds and spans N of the 1 and Q chip samples, since each signal image is an N-chIp 
sequence. As a result of multipath time disperston, the correlator outputs several smaller spikes rather than 

40 one iarge spike. Each ray that is received after the symbol period (i.e., if the time delay caused by a reflection 
exceeds one symbol period) appears as an uncorrelated interfering signal that reduces the total capacity of 
the communication system. To optimally detect the transmitted symbols (bits), the spikes received must be 
combined. Typically, this is done by a RAKE receiver, which is so named because it "rakes" all the multipath 
contributions together. 

45 A RAKE receiver uses a form of diversity combining to collect the signal energy from the various received 
signal paths, I.e., the various signal rays. Diversity provides redundant connmunlcation channels so that when 
some channels fade, communication is st3l possible over non-fiading channels. A CDMA RAKE receiver com- 
bats fading by detecting the echo signals Individually using a correlation method and adding them algebraically 
(with the same sign). Further, to avoid intersymbol interference, appropriate time delays are Inserted between 

so the respective detected echoes so that they fall into step again. 

In one form of RAKE receiver, correlation values of the signature sequence with the received signals at 
different tinne delays are passed through a delay tine that is tapped at expected time delays (dt), the expected 
time between receiving echoes. The outputs at the RAKE taps are then combined with appropriate weights. 
Such a receiver searches for the earliest ray by placing a tap at Tq, and for a ray delayed by dt by placing a 

55 tap at To+dt, and so fort h. The RAKE tap outputs having significant energy are appropriately weighted and conrv 
bined to maximize the received signal to noise and interference ratio. Thus, the total time delay of the delay 
line determines the amount of arrival time delay that can be searched. 

A diagram of a conventional RAKE receiver using post-correlator, coherent combining of different rays is 

3 
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?o^rj^/l?hi r "^'^ "^"^ de-nodulaled by. for example, mixing it with cosine and sine wave- 

O^t l^^ H K ^ ^ '^"^ ' ' ^'""""8 ' ""^ Q ''"'P These chip samples are but 

fered by a buffer wh»h is composed of two buffers, one for the I (in-phase) samples 2a and one for the Q 

A multiplexer 3 receives the buffered chip samples and sends complex correlators 4a and 4b a ranae of 
L'tte N 'SJn'"' range Of Q chip samples. The range selectS includes J^amples ctripZ n^ 

SILin ^"^"^ '"T? ^ * !f the I and Q buffers 2a and 2b. respecTdy 

^""'tV"" '"""'■P'^^^ 3 would send chip samples ?Sgh 

\ . !f ^' '^'"P'^ ''"""S" ('*^27) from the Q buffer 2b to «,rrBtetor4a «3 

I is the d^crete time index of the signal lays from when the buffers were first filled 

signi2^^^T;^'oL'^"A^ 

S^SSi!^ i«„^ ^fl""^ "^'"'^ <«^^>- "'f^^^"* "-"f^^ ""elatora correspond 

sz^tr^^fjiror'SZTe;.''^'""''^^^^ 

In general a complex correlator correlates a complex input stream (l+jQ samples) to a complex known 

the signahire sequence is complex, the complex correlator correlate a complex input to a cortex «^ 
quence ghnng rise to full^plex" correlators. It is to be understood that the teL "ZX Z 
be used herein to referto each ofthe aforementioned scenarios complex oorieiatoi- will 

n. Jk"°*'"^ correlafon. the complex correlation values are transmitted to multiplier 5 where they are multi- 
or a real Partand an imaginary part The complex correlator 4a correlates a set of data to a known sionature 
uT^"Te J^Sf "T'.'t f-^^ct Of the complex correlation values Zt^^Z^i 
ues are sent to accumulator 6. The accumulator 6 sums the weighted correlafion results for all the sional ravs 

•0 rflhe input B gmaterthan a threshold, ora binary -r if the input is less than the threshold 

un, ";f ^'^^ suppose X(n) = i(n) + jQ(n) are the chip samples received by the receiver where 

Kn^ are the I component samples. Q(n) are the Q component samples, and n is the chip sampTe7r^dS 

3^ J?sare;je':ntmrs''"^^^ 

J. selects a range of I samples and a range of Q samples corresponding to the same rav If M(k n\-U(k n\ 

The complex correlator. 4a, correlates the range of data samples from the mulBplexer 3 to a known code 
ae^ence. ConsWerdata samples X(k). X(k*1) X(k*N.1). which are discrete timeTr^Jlel of t^^rece^ 
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±1 values), the correlator correlates some set of N data values with the N code sequence values as followsT 
R<k) 'X(k) C(0) *X(k*l) C(l) . . *X(k*N-l) C(iyM) 

'J^Xin^kycin) 



^T^J^ fndfcates where tostart in the data sequence. This corresponds to a relative time of arrival 
Of he signal. Different arrival times correspond to different signal rays. Thus^y k correspo^L to a ra^ro 

^^''l ^"^^^"'9 '"P"t •3"9e in parallel or serially. Fig 2 is 

SSZtn r ^"T'^ s^P'es the received sIgL 

SilJlT^wm^^^^^^^^ X(k.N-1)}.whicharesenttotheciS2 

55. Amultiplier 56 which corresponds to each input to the correlator, multiplies each input value with a corre- 
sponding coding sequence value. The products are summed together In adL ^ 

rece^td dato'^;^''?)!! ^^"^"^ "^"^^ '''^'^ '° ""^^^ ''W- '"P"' 58 stores the 
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where i is determined by control processor 60. The value selected is sent to correlator 61. The correlator 61 
first computes the product of the input X(k+i) with one element of the code sequence, C(i), using multiplier 62. 
This product is then added to an accumulator 64 which stores past products. Accumulator 64 is originally set 
to zero, then i is stepped from 0 to IM-1, allowing the accumulation of N products. After N products have been 
accumulated, they are output from the correlator giving correlation value R(k). Whether performing the cor- 
relation in parallel or serially, each data value X(n) consists of b bits. The bits can be accessed and used all 
at once (parallel computation) or one at a time (bit serial approach). 

Regardless of the correlation approach used, the correlator 4a for ray k correlates the multiplexer output 
M(k,n) to the real code sequence C(n), producing a complex correlatton value R(k) = Ri(k)-»JRQ(k) where: 

R(k) -J^/f(Jc,i2) Cin) 

ll-O 

and 



20 i?x(Jc)=J^ J(n+Jc)C(i2) 



A*0 



30 The RAKE combiner uses RAKE taps W(k) = W|(k) + jWQ(k) to multiply the correlatton values and accumulate 
the result into the decision statistic, Z where: 



The quantity Z is then thresholded in the threshold device 7 to determine whether a "0" or "1" was sent. 

40 The conventional RAKE receiver is designed based on the assumption that for a given signal ray. there 
is signal energy in both the i and Q channels. In practice, this is not always the case. If all or most of the energy 
for a given signal ray is on the I channel then correlating both the I and Q channel is ineff bient This results 
in ineff rcient use of processing time, which might be better used elsewhere in the receiver. For a required level 
of performance, the oonventtonal RAKE receiver requires more processing tinrte than necessary. If processing 

45 time Is limited, then a loss in utilized received signal power results, giving a loss in performance, i.e., increased 
detection errors. 

The following example shows how the conventk>nal RAKE receiver functions under two different scenartos. 
Suppose there are four signal rays, one line-of-sight ray and three echoes, which are combined with the com- 
plex weights (referred to as RAKE taps) given in TABLE 1. 

50 
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TABLE 1 





Rake Receiver Example 


Signal ray 


amplitude 


angle (deg) 


1 RAKE tap 


Q RAKE tap 


0 


0.625 


70 


0.214 


0.587 


1 


0.5 


30 


0.433 


0.250 


2 


0.4677 


40 


0.358 


0.301 


3 


0.375 


10 


0.369 


0.065 



The amplitude and angle represent the polar form of the RAKE taps, and the I and Q taps provide the 

S^S!f " K "Ik •"TI""!^ ' ^"^ ° "sPecBvely. The energy In each signal ray is given by the amplitude 

^Z^^^.ITI''^ ° a-npLles have been nor! 

malized so that the total signal power (sum of the amplitudes squared) is unity 

In the f irstscenario, suppose the RAKE receiver is limited to two RAKE laps, which would be used to com- 

The total signal power RAKE'd in would be 0.625* ♦ 0.5* = 0.214* + 0.587* + 0.433* + 0 250* = 0 64 or 64% 
the total signal power. An objective of the present invention is to increase the signal power used in the de- 
tection process, resulting in an increase in system performance. 

In a second scenario, assume that the RAKE receiver is required to provide a certain performance level 
TZZr^T" '° P«^"««9« tevel Of the signal energy, for example 75%. dulg S 

tedion. With a wmrenhonal RAKE reeeh^sr. it is necessary to process three of the four rays. This requires a 
^in amount of computation, which corresponds to either a certain amount of hardware (three complex cor- 
relators) or a certain amount of processing time (one complex correlator used three times). Anotherobjective 
~^!Jl*"lrT"K'' ^ P«fft»'»ance level with less computation, which cor- 

responds to either less hardware or less processing time which is later discussed herein. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The pr^ent invention solves the above-mentioned problems using a modified form of the RAKE receiver 
I oMr'" nt/ T*^ """^ ' ^"^ Q componBm are treated Independently and the 

land Q taps from different rays are processed simultaneously. The WRAKE receiver includes means for re- 
f?r hZ^hTT^ ^ of overlapping transmitted modulated carrier signals including at least two lays and 

phase ( ) and quadrature (Q) signals for each ray to produce I and Q samples for each tiansmltled symbol 
m^ns for selecting different g«)ups of samples, each group including I or Q samples ftom one TJZy^ 

to H^^i!?!? the ^relation values and means to compare the combined correlation values with a threshold 
^ olnTof «mnl! ? «*;esponding to each transmitted symbol. In one preferred embodiment only 
hjra groups of samples are selected where one group includes I samples and the other group includes Q sanv 

^ m^'^ emijodiments the ibUowing can be used as correlation means: a single complex correlator, a 
srt of complex correlatofs. a single scalar correlator and a set of scalar correlators. In another embodiment a 
meansfor«mpubngaf^st Walsh transform is usedtocorrelateasetofknownc^^ 
pies. Asingle code sequence can be non-orthogonal, orthogonal or bi-orthogonal with other code sequences 
assoaated with the same receivers or other receivers. «»M«wneB8 

ioH«™w ^ receiver in a subtractive CDMA system. Adescrambler is used 

todescrambleeajAsampleandthenthecorrelatton means cor^^^ 

sequences. A detection means detects the received code sequence. The detected signal is then subtracted 
from the composite signal leaving a residual composite signal which, if subtracted in the correlation domain 
« inverse correlated and rescrambled to produce the original composite signal less the detected signal. The 
residual composite signal is then recursively decoded until all the information signals have been extracted from 
ine composite signal. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features and advantages of the invention will become apparent from reading the following detaOed 
description in conjunction with the drawings, in which: 
5 Fig. 1 is a functional schematic of a conventional RAKE receiver; 

Fig. 2 is functional schematic of an exemplary parallel correlator, 
Fig. 3 is functional schematic of an exemplary serial correlator; 

Fig. 4 is a functional schematic of an emtMdiment of a WRAKE receiver according to the present invention; 
Fig. 5 is a functional schenrratic of an embodiment of the multiplexer operation according to the present 

10 invention; 

Fig. 6 is a functional schematicof another embodiment of the multiplexer operation according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 7 is a functional schematic of a further embodiment of a WRAKE receiver according to the present 
invention; 

15 Fig. 8 is afunctional schematicof another embodiment of the multiplexer operation of the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is a functional schematic of a conventional RAKE receiver with pref iltering; 
Fig. 10 is a functional schematic of an embodiment of a WRAKE receh^er with pref Dtering according to the 
present invention; 

Fig. 11 Is a functional schematic of a further embodlnmnt of a WRAKE receiver according to the present 
20 invention; and 

Fig. 12 is a functional schematic including further elements of the Fig. 11 embodiment 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

25 While the following description is in the context of cellular communications systems involving portable or 
mobOe radio telephones and/or personal communication networks, it will be understood by those skilled in the 
art that the present inventktn may be applied to other communications applications. 

The present Invention, referred to as a WRAKE receiver, combines signal energy in a manner different 
from conventional RAKE receivers. Rather than treating the signal energy components as signal rays with I 
30 and Q components, the WRAKE receiver treats the components at a lower level, referred to as "waves", where 
each wave has a signal ray number and a channel specification (I or Q). 

For example, the strongest wave in the aforesaid TABLE 1 example is on signal ray 0, the Q channel (hav- 
ing weight 0.587). Shown in TABLE 2 are the waves in deaeasing energy order for the example in TABLE 1 . 



TABLE 2 



50 



WRAKE View of Signal Components 


wave 


signal ray 


channel 


weight 


0 


0 


Q 


0.587 


1 


1 


1 


0.433 


2 


3 


1 


0.369 


3 


2 


1 


0.358 


4 


2 


Q 


0.301 


5 


1 


Q 


0.250 


6 


0 


1 


0.214 


7 


3 


Q 


0.065 



When combining signal energy components at the wave level, one strategy is to combine waves containing 
55 the most signal energy. Since there are twice as many waves as there are rays, this approach might appear 
inefficient. However, t>ecause a complex correlator can perform two correlations in parallel, two waves can 
be processed together in the same complex correlator. Unlike the conventional RAKE receiver of Fig. 1 , these 
waves need not come from the same signal ray (I.e., the waves processed together can arrive at different times) 
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and these waves do not have to come from two different channels (Le., they could both be from either the I 
or Qchannel). A pair of waves processed by the same complex correlator Is deflned as a \way" 

The present invention processes the waves which contain the most signal energy. For example, the stron- 
^^^^itr^"^^ next strongest wave in the same complex correlator, ete. This particular 
method of WRAKE pairing need not be used, so long as the strongest waves are processed. TABLE 3 shows 
the aforementoned method of pairing where the strongest wave is processed with the next strongest wave, 
tacn pair is referred to as a \vray" . 

TABLE 3 



WRAKE Pairing 


signal "wray" 


first component 


second component 


0 


wave 0 


wave 1 


1 


wave 2 


wave 3 


2 


wave 4 


waves 


3 


wave 6 


wave 7 



^"^ji conventional RAKE limited to two complex correlations processed 64% of the 
signal energy. The WRAKE receiver, also limited to two complex correlations, would process %ways" 0 and 1 
Thus, the total signal energy included would be (see TABLEs 2 and 3) 0.5872 + 0.433* + 0 369^ + 0 358^ = 
0 796 or 79.6% of the total signal power. Thus, for this example, the increase over the conventional system 

noted Where the Increase msignal energy collected is even greater. Thus, when the number of complex cor- 

With the sarne example, suppose a performance requirement determines the number of complex corre- 
S^^i!?""!! ? Jf performance requirements of the system resulte in the requirement that 75% of the 
s^nal energy be collected, the performance criterion is met with only two complex correlations. Actually in 

his example, the WRAKE receiver collecte 79% of the energy with only two complex correlations. As a result. 

here IS either a reduction in hardware or processing time overthe conventional RAKE receiver which requires 
three complex correlabons to meet the performance criterion. 

m-nl^JJSI^T?^ value Of the decision statistic Z from the discussion of the conventional RAKE can be 
I?rJSl?S?E? «>"«ntte"al RAKE and the WRAKE of the present invention. From the con- 



The expression is equivalent to: 



k 



f «»mponent tops in each summation may be zero or quantized to zero since W(k)^+jO means 
T.Z'^T Tr""^"' t "^^"'y the corresporiding cor- 

for the WRAKE r«:eiver. only component correlations which are weighted by nonzero component tap values 
are computed. When the RAKE receiver is limited to a certain number of RAKE taps. L, there is a lin^S 

SmhT huJ!'.fLTc . ".^ «"™«"«°"^ RAKE. To optimize performance, the L rays 

With the highest RAKE tap magnrtudes or magnitudes squared are used. If W. where i=0....,L-1 correspond to 
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these rays then Z for a conventional RAKE is: 

Wj{k^)Rj(k^) Wg(k^) R^ik^) 



"E ^xU^) i«r(^^) 

10 fio 



The WRAKE receiver combines more signal energy in two ways. First, the same ray for each component 
combined in parallel does not have to be used, and, second, different components (I and Q) in parallel need 
15 not be combined. For example, when 1=1 in the previous summation, the WRAKE receiver could combine ray 
1, 1 component with ray 2, 1 component Mathematically, the WRAKE receiver forms: 



Z=g (Jc/) *W^i iki) R^i (ki) 



where Ci' and C2' represent which component, I or Q, ki' and k2< represent which ray, and i indicates which "wray". 

25 • Unlike the conventional RAKE , Ci' and C2' do not have to be different and ki' and k2' do not have to be the 
same. In the conventional RAKE , Z consisted of a sum of ray contributions, corresponding to a particular ray 
index k and a pair of different components I and Q. The WRAKE however, combines "wrays", each consisting 
of two components Ci and C2 not necessarily different and associated rays ki and k2 not necessarily the same. 
The present Invention will now be described with reference to a block diagram shown in Fig. 4. Uke the 

30 conventbnal RAKE receiver, a radio signal is received by a receiver 11 and sampled, producing chip samples 
l(n) and Q(n). These chip samples are buffered in a buffer, which can be viewed as two buffers, one for l(n) 
samples 12a, and one for Q(n) samples 12b. 

The buffered chip samples are passed to a multiplexer 13. The multiplexer 13 selects two independent 
ranges of chip samples. The chip samples selected can come from the same or different channels. Let M(kt, 

35 . Ci, k2, C2, n) denote the output of multiplexer 1 3 for a "wray", consisting of two sample ranges, one from com- 
ponent ci one from component C2, where Ci is either I or Q and C2 is either I or Q. All four combinations, (1,1), 
(I.Q), (Q,l), and (Q,Q), of c^ and C2 are possible. However, some combination are nonsensical. For example, if 
Ci=C2, it does not make sense for ki=k2 because this result would correspond to RAKlng in the same signal 
energy twice. The range of samples from component Ct corresponds to ray ki and the range from component 

40 C2 corresponds to ray k2. The values of kt and k2 are not necessarQy the same. The output of the multiplexer 
is given by: 

W(/cl,C^/^C^n) = C,(n + kf^) + jcfjin + *y 
The nnjltiplexer outputs are correlated to a known sequence in complex correlators 14a and 14b. For a 
"wray" i, the output of correlator 14a is: 

45 

Jl»0 

50 

The output of the correlators 14a and 14b are multiplied by complex weights in multipliers 15. Typically, only 
the real part of the product is needed, whteh can be obtained by two scalar multipliers and an adder. This is 
referred to as a "half-complex" multiplier. However, there are cases where a true complex multiplier, referred 
to as a "full-complex" multiplier, is needed. For example, if two signals are sent on carriers with a phase dif- 
5^ ference of ninety degrees, they can be denrtodutated together if a full-complex multiplier is used. It is to be un- 
derstood that the term complex multipliers when used herein is referring to either half-complex or full-complex 
multipliers. Another possibility Is that the code sequence Is complex, which corresponds to the case where 
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the I channel signature sequence and the Q channel signature sequence are different In this case C*(n) should 
be used in the equation for the correlator output above. 

Next the products are sent to an accumulator 16 where they are accumulated. The accumulated result is: 



The decision statistic Z is passed to a threshold dedsion device 17 which determines the received binary in- 
formation bit by comparing the accumulated result with a predetermined threshold. 

In general, all the correlations can be performed In parallel (as shown in FIG. 4) or in series, using the 
same correlators more than once. The number and type (complex versus scalar) of correlatore available de- 
termines the number of received sample ranges the multiplexer must provide (one set per "wave" correlated). 
Thus, the multiplexer of the WRAKE receiver must provide one range of data values (a single scalar correlator), 
two ranges of data values (a single complex correlator or two scalar cor relatore), or more (more than two scalar 
correlators or more than one complex correlator) ranges of data values from the data buffer to the correiator(s). 
An increase in the ranges in parallel is accompanied by an increase in circuitry needed for the multiplexer. 

If only one range is required, for example when a single scalar correlator is used, then the multiplexer is 
straightforward. A simple example of this embodiment Is shown in Fig. 5 where each channel buffer is three 
samples long, and the range of samples required (! e., the length of the Information sequence to which the 
data are being correlated) is two. If the three complex samples are represented by l{n) + jQ(n), where n is the 
discrete time index, there are four possible ranges of data values: 1(1) through 1(2). 1(2) through 1(3), Q(1) 
through Q(2). and Q(2) through Q(3). These values are stored by channel in buffers 43a and 43b. One of the 
four possible ranges is selected by the nmiitiplexer 44 where control bits Ci and Cj select the starting time and 
the channel respectively. The selected range Is then sent to scalar correlator 45. 

There are several ways to provide more than one range, not necessarily from different channels.. For ex- 
ample, if all multiplexer outputs are provided in parallel, then one "brute force" method for providing more than 
one range is to duplicate the multiplexer of Fig. 5, as shown In Fig. 6. The data buffers 46a and 46b are con- 
nected to the multiplexer 47 which includes multiplexers 48a and 48b, each providing a different range of pos- 
sibly overlapping data values. The two ranges of data values are sent to two different scalar correiatora 50a 
and 50b. 

The total number of correlations performed depends on the number of wrays which is related to the number 
of echoes. As the receiver moves with respect to the transmitter, the number of waves will vary and hence the 
number of correlations actually performed w»l vary with time. For example, during one time period a single 
wave might be processed while during a different time period multiple waves may be processed. 

The WRAKE receiver can be adapted to otherforms of channel diversity. Forexampie, if antenna diversity 
Is present, then there would be multiple I and Q channels. The WRAKE would still process the strongest waves. 
Independently of the signal ray. I/Q channel, and antenna from which the waves originated. Also, by using foil- 
complex multipliera instead of half-complex multipiiera. the WRAKE receiver can demodulate in parallel two 
signals whose carriers are separated by ninety degrees. Other forms of channel diversity include, but are not 
limited to. frequency diversity (sending the same message on different frequency channels), time diversity 
(sending t he same message at different times), explicit path or space divereity (sending the message purpose- 
ly on different paths, usually using different transmitting and/or receiving antennas), and polarization diversity. 

An alternate preferred embodiment replaces the multiple correlators shown in Fig. 4 with one complex cor- 
relator. In this configuration, the single complex correlator is used multiple times, and the results are accumu- 
lated. As compared to a conventional receiver, if the single complex correlator is used the same number of 
times, the complex correlator of the WRAKE would process more signal energy than the conventional RAKE 
Thus, for a given performance level the WRAKE uses the single complex correlator fewer times, saving proc- 
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essing time. 

In the discussion above, the WRAKE receiver is configured to process pairs of ranges either in parallel 
or in series. If scalar correlators are used (scalar sample by sample multipliers in the pre-f iltering WRAKE case), 
then ranges are actually processed one at a time, allowing for the total number of processed ranges to be even 

5 or odd. Thus, if the number of waves is odd. the number of ranges processed exactly equals the number of 
waves. If the WRAKE receiver is configured to process pairs of ranges, and the number of waves is odd, then 
the last wave could be paired with an arbitrary range to complete a *wray', and the weight associated with 
the arbitrary range would be set to zero. In general, the WRAKE receiver can be configured to process J ranges 
of data in parallel, possibly allowing results finom multiple sets of J ranges to be accumulated. If the number of 

10 waves is not a multiple of J, then either extraneous processing elements are fed with zeroes, or they are fed 
with arbitrary ranges, whose results are weighted by zero. 

Umlted WRAKE 

15 Another preferred embodiment of the present invention called a limited WRAKE receiver is shown in Fig. 
7. Like elements in Fig. 7 function the same as the elements in Fig. 4 except as mentioned below. The limited 
WRAKE receiver differs from a regular WRAKE receiver because the complex correlator of a limited WRAKE 
receiver must receive a range of 1 values and a range of Q values. The ranges are still Independent, but in con- 
trast to the WRAKE receiver, the two ranges in a limited WRAKE receiver must come from different channels. 

20 The multiplexer 13 still selects independent ranges from the I and Q channels as shown in Fig. 7. 

The limited WRAKE receiver processes the strongest I waves and the strongest Q waves, but the 1 waves 
must be paired with Q waves. Following the example discussed above, TABLE 4 shows the results of pairing 
the strongest I wave with the strongest Q wave, and so on. 



TABLE 4 



Limited WRAKE pairing 


signal "wray" 


1 component 


Q component 


0 


wave 1 


waveO 


1 


wave 2 


wave 4 


2 


wave 3 


waves 


3 


wave 6 


wave 7 



Processing the two strongest "wrays" yields 0.4332 + 0.5872 + 0.3692 + 0.3012 = 0.759 or 75.9% of the 
total signal energy. In this example, the limited WRAKE receiver provides 11.9% more signal energy than the 
conventional RAKE receiver. Also, to meet a performance criterion of 75%, the signal energy processed by 
the limited WRAKE receiver requires only two complex correlations. Thus, the limited WRAKE Is still an im- 
provement over the conventional RAKE receiver 

One of the motivations for the limited WRAKE approach is that the multiplexers become simpler, partic- 
ularly if only one complex correlator, i.e. , two scalar correlators, is used. In t his case, two standard multiplexers 
are required, one for the I channel and one for the Q channel. The control of each Is independent, allowing 
Independent ranges of values to be selected. 

Another method to multiplexing, particularly useful in the limited WRAKE approach, uses the input buffer 
to provide range selection as shown in Fig. 8. The 1 and Q data buffers are independent shift registers, shifting 
the data into position for access by a set of connections to a fixed range of data buffer locations. The I and Q 
buffers 51a and 51b are such shift registers. When a single shift upwards is commanded, the contents in pos- 
ition D move to position C, the contents in position C move to position B, and so forth. With the contents shown 
In Fig. 8, the range 1(1) through 1(2) is selected for correlation as is the range 0(1) through Q(2). To select 
different ranges, say, 1(2) through 1(3) and Q(1) through Q(2), the 1 buffer would be shifted upwards once and 
the Q buffer would remain unchanged. 

Pre-f iltering WRAKE 

The order of processing the received signal in the RAKE receiver can be altered. Fig. 9 shows a conven- 
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tional RAKE receiver in wiiich the chip sampies are filtered using the RAKE taps, then correlated to a known 
sequence. In such an implementation only one scalar correlator is needed. 

Another preferred embodiment of the present Invention is a WRAKE with pre-f iltering as shown in Fig. 1 0. 
A radio signal Is received by the receiver 21 which produces quantized chip samples for the I and Q channels. 
These samples are buffered In a buffer, which can include two buffers, one for I samples 22a, and one for Q 
samples 22b. 

The buffered chip samples are passed to a multiplexer 23. In the conventional RAKE receiver with pre- 
filtering of Fig. 9, the multiplexer 23 provides the sample by sample multiplier 24 with a range of I values and 
the same range of Q values. The multiplier 24 can include a series of sample by sample multipliers as shown 
in Fig. 9 or simply a single sample by sample multiplier used multiple times. The multiplier 24 takes each sample 
I + jQ and multiplies it by a complex weight, computing only the real part of the product Thus, if the input to 
the multiplier is N I samples and N Q samples, the output is N scalar samples. 

In the WRAKE receiver shown in Fig. 1 0, the multiplexer 23 provides one range of I or Q values and another 
range of I or Q values to the sample-by-sample multiplier 24. The multiplier multiplies each chip sample by a 
complex weight, computing either the full-complex product or.only the real part of the product If only the real 
part of the product is required, then the complex sample-by-sample multiplier can be Implemented as two sca- 
lar sample-by-sample multipliers followed by an accumulator. If only one scalar sample-by-sample multiplier 
is available, then it can be used twice to realize the product. The accumulator functfon can be provided by the 
adder 25. 

The sample-by-sample adder 25 adds the results from multiple sample-by-sample multipliers of multiplier 
24 and passes the result to scalar correlator 26. If a single sample-by-sample multiplier is used multiple times, 
then the sample- by-sample adder accumulates the results before passing them on to the scalar correlator 26. 
The scalar correlator 26 correlates the result with a known signature sequence. The correlation result is sent 
to a threshold declston device 27. The threshold decision device 27 compares the correlated result with a 
threshold to determine the data sent If the sample-by-sample complex multipliers 24a and 24b produce com- 
plex outputs, then 26 would be a complex correlator, correlating the real samples to one sequence and the 
imaginary samples to another sequence (e.g., for detectton of two signals simultaneously, where the two sig- 
nals were transmitted with carriers ninety degrees apart). 

Several advantages are realized by the pref lltered WRAKE receiver of the present invention. For example, 
with a fbced number of sample-by-sample complex multipliers, the WRAKE collects more signal energy than 
the conventional RAKE. Also, with a fixed performance level, the WRAKE requires fewer sample-by-sample 
complex multipliers. Thus, when a single sample-by-sample multiplier is used multiple times, the WRAKE re- 
ceiver uses the complex multiplier fewer times, reducing processing time. 

WRAKE Receiver In a Subtractive CDMA System 

I n another preferred embodiment of t he present invention a WRAKE recehrer is used in a subtractive CDIVIA 
system of the type described in U.S. Patent No. 5.151.919, entitied "CDMA Subtractive Demodulation" by Paul 
W. Dent and the corresponding Continuatton-ln-Part, U.S. Patent Applicatfon Serial No. 739,446. A block di- 
agram of the present WRAKE receiver used in a subtractive CDMA system is shown in Fig. 11. 

Similar to the WRAKE receiver of F^. 4. a composite signal is received by a receiver 31 and sampled, 
producing I and Q chip samples. The samples are buffered in a buffer, which Includes two buffera 32a, 32b 
for I samples and Q samples, respectively. Using the regular WRAKE approach, the multiplexer 33 selects two 
ranges of samples, not necessarily corresponding to different components (1 and Q). Using the limited WRAKE 
approach, the multiplexer 33 selects a range of I samples and arange.of Q samples. In botti cases^ the sample 
ranges selected are independent of each other. 

A descrambler 34 removes one scrambling code firom the samples either by Inverting each chip sample 
or not, depending on the bit polarity of the scrambling code. Next the samples are transferred in parallel to a 
single correlator 35 which sinnultaneously correlates the samples with several known code sequences using 
a fast Walsh transform algorithm. Each sequence correlation result is then nnjltiplled by a complex weight in 
multiplier 36 and the results are individually accumulated in accumulator 37. 

To accumulate multiple wrays, the multiplexer windows are moved and the correlation, weighting, and ao- 
cumulatfon processes are repeated. Finally, a declston device 38 determines the largest accumulated result 
The index of the largest accumulated result indicates which sequence was detected and tiius the signal de- 
coded. 

Next, subtraction of the coded signal having just been detected occure; the process is depicted in Figs. 
11 and 12. Similar to the detection process, the multiplexer selects a range of 1 samples and a range of Q sam- 
ples where signal energy is present These ranges are both descrambled in 34 and sent through the correlator 
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35. Instead of sending the correlator outputs to the complex multipilers, as In Fig. 11, the correlator outputs 
are sent to a gating device 39 as shown in Fig. 12. From the previously performed detection process, the output 
of the decision device 38 determines which complex correlation value is set to zero by opening the correspond- 
ing switch in gating device 39. The gating device 39 allows all values to pass through except for the line cor- 

5 responding to the Index detected previously. This Is done by dosing all but one switch. The line not dosed 
effectively passes a zero value. Thus, the line corresponding to the largest correlation value, as determined 
by decision device 38, Is set to zero by opening the corresponding switch In 39. In this manner one image of 
the decoded signal Is subtracted from the composite signal. As depicted In Fig. 12, the remaining spectrum 
of the composite signal with one component renK>ved Is processed in an inverse fast Walsh transform drcuit 

10 40 and rescrambted by a rescrambler 41 with the same scrambling code to reconstruct the original signal sam- 
ples minus the just-subtracted signal image. The output of the rescrambler 41 is used to overwrite the original 
data in the I and Q buffers 32. The process is repeated for other ranges of I and Q samples until all or most 
of the signal energy is renfK>ved. Thus, each information signal is removed from the composite signal after it 
has been decoded. 

IS The correlation values not passed by the gating device 39 are sent instead to sorting processor 42, which 
combines these values from different echoes to form an estimate of the signal strength. The sorting processor 
42 then orders the signal strengths and assodated scrambling codes from greatest to weakest. The code cor- 
responding to the greatest magnitude is transmitted to the descrambler 34 for signal demodulation first This 
method of ordering is preferred over other methods because interference is minimized by decoding the stron- 

20 gest signal and then subtracting that signal from the composite signal. Once the strongest signal is removed 
from the composite signal, the next strongest signal may be readily detected without having to account for the 
interference of the strongest signal. 

The residual, composite signal having a first decoded signal removed according to the subtractive demod- 
ulatbn technique is descrambled again by descrambler 34 using the descrambling code of the second signal 

25 to be decoded and passed to correlator 35 to be correlated by a second fast Walsh transform for decoding 
and so on. The order in which signals are decoded and subtracted is governed by the order in which the de- 
scrambling codes are used, which In a preferred embodiment are in descending order of the signal strengths. 

The contribution of unwanted signals (e.g., Interfering) can be further minimized if the digital spreading 
codes are orthogonal. Two codes are orthogonal If exactiy one half of their bits are different Additionally, bi- 

30 orthogonal codes where the code words and their complements are used may be used as digital spreading 
codes so that an additional bit of information may be conveyed per codeword. It will be understood that only 
a certain number of orthogonal code words exist for a finite word length and that orthogonality can be main- 
tained only if the relative time alignnr^ent between two signals Is strictiy maintained. The fast Walsh transform, 
where all the spreading codes may be simultaneously correlated, eff Identiy uses orthogonal block code words. 

35 Implementation of the WRAKE filtering operations shown in Figs. 4, 7, 10 and 11 can be done In several 
ways. The operations can be implemented directly in hardware, using VLSI technology. An alternative is to im- 
plement some or all of the operattons in a multi-purpose programmable processor, such as a mk:ro-processor 
or a Digital Signal Processor (DSP). In this embodiment, multiplexing becomes memory accessing with certain 
addresses. Correlating and multiplication can be performed In the arithmetic logic unit (ALU) of the processor, 

40 using registers or other memory to accumulate results. 

While particular embodiments of the present invention have been described and illustrated, it should be 
understood that the invention is not limited thereto since modifications may be made by persons skilled in the 
art The present application contemplates any and all modifications that fall within the spirit and scope of the 
underlying invention disclosed and daimed herein. 

45 

Claims 

1 . In a spread spectrum communications system wherein a transmitter transmits a data signal to a receiver, 
50 said receiver comprising: 

means for receiving at least two rays of the data signal, wherein the receiving means produces in- 
phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for each ray, 

means for sampling said I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q 
sample for each ray; 

55 means for selecting at least two wrays of said samples, each wray induding I samples or Q samples 

from any one of said rays; and 

means for combining said samples in each of sakl selected wrays to recover the transmitted data 

signal. 
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5. 



6. 



In a code division multiple access system for communicating a sequence of data symbols to a receiver 
wherein a transmitter combines each data symbol with a known code sequence to form a respective trans^ 
mitted symbol, said receiver comprising: 

means for receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals including at least 
two rays and for demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted syffds In each ray the 
receiving and demodulating means producing in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for eachray 
means for sampling said I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q 
sample for each transmitted symbol; 

means for selecting at two wrays of said samples, each wray Including I samples or Q samples from 
any one of said rays; 

means for correlating said samples in each of said selected wrays to a laiown code sequence and 
generating correlation values; 

means for combining said correlation values to generate a combined value; and 
means for comparing said combined value with a threshold to determine each data symbol corre- 
sponding to each transmitted symbol. 

The system according to daim 2 wherein said selecting means selects said samples from two different 
wrays a first wray induding I samples from one of said rays and a second wray induding Q samples from 
one of said rays. 

The system according to daim 2 wherein the combining means indudes: 

means for multiplying each correlation value by a corresponding weight to produce a plurality of 
weighted values; and « -si k i«uiaiuyui 

means for summing the weighted values to generate said combined value. 

The system according to daim 2 wherein the correlation means indudes a single complex correlator for 
correlating each selected wray with said known code sequence. 

The system according to daim 2 wherein the correlation means Indudes a single scalar correlator for cor- 
relating each selected wray with said known code sequence. 

7. Jhesystemaccordingtodaim2whereinthecorrelationmeansindudesa^^^^ 
for correlating each selected wray with said known code sequence. 

8. The system according to daim 2 wherein the correlation means indudes a plurality of scalar correlators 
for correlating each selected wray with said known code sequence. 

In a code division multiple access system for communicating a sequence of data symbols to a receiver 
wherein a transmitter combines each data symbol with a known code sequence to form a respective trans^ 
mitted symbol, said receiver comprising: 

means for receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals induding at least 
two rays and for demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted symbols in each ray the 
receiving and demodulating means producing in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for eadi ray; 

means for sampling said I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q 
sample for each transmitted symbd; 

means forselecting atleasttwo wrays of said samples, eadi wray induding I samples or Q samples 
from any one of sakl rays; 

means for combining sakl samples in each of saM selected wrays to generate groups of combined 
samples; 

means for correlating said groups of combined samples with a known code sequence and qener- 
abng a correlatton value; and 

means for comparing said correlation value with a threshold to determine each data symbd cor- 
responding to each transmitted symbol. 

The system according to daim 9 wherein said selecting means selects said samples from two different 
wrays^ a f irst wray induding I samples from one of said rays and a second wray induding Q samples from 
one of said rays. 

. The system according to daim 9 wherein the combining means indudes: 



9. 



10. 
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means for multiplying each sample by a corresponding weight to produce a plurality of weighted 
values; and 

means for summing the weighted values to generate said groups of combined samples. 

12. The system according to daim 11 wherein the multiplying means includes a single complex sample-by- 
sample multiplier for multiplying each sample by said corresponding weight 

13. The system according to claim 11 wherein the multiplying means includes a single scalar sample-by-sam- 
ple multiplier for multiplying each sample by said corresponding weight 

14. The system according to daim 11 wherein the multiplying means indudes a plurality of complex sample- 
by-sampie multipliers for multiplying each sample by said corresponding weight 

15. The system according to daim 11 wherein the multiplying means indudes a plurality of scalar sample-by- 
sample multipliers for multiplying each sample by said corresponding weight. 



16. In a code division multiple access system for communicating data symbols to a receiver, wherein a trans- 
mitter maps a stream of data symbols Into a stream of code symbols and further combines each code 
symbol with one scrambling bit sequence to form a stream of respective transmitted scrambled code sym- 
bols, the receiver comprising: 

20 means for receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals induding at least 

two rays and for denuxiulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted scrambled code symbols 
In each ray, the receiving and demodulating means producing in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components 
for each ray: 

means for sampling the I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q 
25 sample for each transmitted scrambled code symbol; 

means for successively selecting at least two wrays of said samples, each wray Induding I samples 
or Q samples from any one of said rays; 

means for successively descrambling each wray of samples with the scrambling bit sequence; 
means for successively correlating the descrambled samples in the selected wrays with a set of 
30 known code sequences and generating correlation values; 

means for successively combining said correlation values to generate combined values; and 
means for successively comparing the combined values with each other to detect each transmitted 
scrambled code symbol, said detected scrambled code symbols corresponding to said stream of data sym- 
bols. 

35 

17. The system according to daim 16 wherein said selecting means successively selects said samples from 
two different wrays, a first wray Induding 1 samples from one of said rays and a second wray including Q 
samples from one of said rays. 

40 18. The system according to daim 16 further induding: 

means for successively removing a selected one of said code symbols corresponding to the de- 
tected one of said code symbols from the composite signal to generate a residual composite signal; and 

means for successively reconstructing the original composite signal samples less the selected 
code symbol from the residual composite signal and transmitting the samples to the selecting means. 

45 . ... 

19. The system according to daim 18 wherein said reconstructing means further includes: 

means for inverse correlating the residual composite signal; and 

means for rescrambling the residual composite signal to reconstruct the original composite signal 
without the code symbol corresponding to the detected code symbol using said scrambling bit sequence. 

20. The system according to daim 19 wherein said correlating means Indudes means for computing a fast 
Walsh transform to correlate the samples to known Walsh-Hadamard sequences and said inverse cor- 
relating means indudes means for computing an inverse fast Walsh transform to reconstruct samples of 
the residual composite signal. 

^ 21. The system according to daim 18 wherein said comparing means determines which combined value Is 
the largest, and said removing means removes the code symbol, corresponding to the largest correlation 
value, from the composite signal to form the residual composite signal. 



15 



EP0563 020 A2 



22. The system according to daim 16 wherein the correlation means Includes means for computing a feat 
Walsh transform to correlate the samples to known Walsh-Hadamard sequences. 

23. A system according to daim 16 wherein said set of known code sequences are code woids from an or- 
thogonal btock code. 

24. A system according to daim 1 6 wherein said set of known code sequences are code words from a b^or- 
thogonal block code. 

25. In a code division multiple access system for communicating data symbols to a receiver, wherein a trans- 
mitter maps a stream of data symbds into a stream of code symbds and further combines each code 
symbd with one scrambling bit sequence to form a stream of respective transmitted scrambled code syf- 
fols, the receiver comprising: 

means for receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals induding at least 
two rays and for demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted scrambled code symbols 
in each ray. the receiving and denKxluIating means producing In-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components 
for each ray; 

means for sampling the I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q 
sample for each transmitted scrambled code symbol; 

means for successively selecting at least two wrays of saW samples, each wray induding I samples 
or Q samples from any one of said rays; 

means for successively descrambling each wray of samples with the scrambling bit sequence; 

means for successively combining said descrambled wrays of samples to generate groups of com- 
bined samples; and 

means for successively correlating said groups of combined samples with a set of known code se- 
quences and generating a plurality of correlation values, one for each sequence; and 

means for successively comparing the correlation values with each other to detect each transmit- 
ted scrambled code symbol, sakJ detected scrambled code symbols corresponding to saki stream of data 
symbds. 

26. The system according to daim 25 wherein said selecting means selects sakI samples from two different 
wrays. a first wray induding I samples firom one of sakJ rays and a second wray Induding Q samples from 
one of said rays. 

27. The system according to daim 25 wherein the correlation means indudes means for computing a fast 
Walsh transform to correlate the samples to known Walsh-Hadamard sequences. 

2a A system according to claim 25 wherein sakJ set of known code sequences are code words in an ortho- 
gonal block code. 

29, A system according to daim 25 wherein said set of known code sequences are code words In a bi-ortho- 
gonal block code. 

3D. In a code division multiple access system, a method for communicating a sequence of date symbols to a 
receiver, wherein a transmitter combines each date symbol with a known code sequence to form a re- 
spective transmitted symbol, sakj method comprising the steps of. 

receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals induding at least two rays; 

demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted symbds In each ray. produdng in- 
phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for each ray; 

sampling said I and Q componente to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q sample for 
each transmitted symbol; 

selecting at least two wrays of said samples, each wray induding I samples or Q samples from any 
one of said rays; 

correlating said samples in each of said selected wrays to a known code sequence and generating 
correlation values; 

combining said correlation values to generate a combined value; and 

comparing said combined value with a threshold to determine each date symbol corresponding to 
each transmitted symbol. 
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31. The method according to daim 30 wherein said step of selecting includes the step of selecting said sanv 
ples from two different wrays, a first wray including I samples from one of said rays and a second wray 
including Q samples from one of said rays. 

32. The method according to daim 30 wherein said step of combining further indudes the steps of. 

multiplying each correlation value by a corresponding weight to produce a plurality of weighted val- 
ues; and 

summing the weighted values to generate said combined value. 

33. The method according to daim 30 wherein the step of correlating indudes correlating each selected wray 
with said known code sequence using a single complex correlator. 

34. The method according to daim 30 wherein the step of correlating Indudes correlating each selected wray 
with said known code sequence using a single scalar correlator. 

35. The method according to daim 30 wherein the step of correlating indudes correlating each selected wray 
with said known code sequence using a plurality of complex correlators. 

36. The method according to daim 30 wherein the step of correlating indudes correlating each selected wray 
with said known code sequence using a plurality of scalar correlators. 

37. In a code division multiple access system, a method for communicating a sequence of data syffols to a 
receiver, wherein a transmitter combines each data symbol with a known code sequence to form a re- 
spective transmitted symbol, said method comprising the steps of. 

receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals induding at least two rays; 

demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted symbds in each ray, produdng in- 
phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for each ray; 

sampling said I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q sample for 
each transmitted symbol; 

selecting at least two wrays of said samples, each wray induding I samples or Q samples from any 
one of said rays; 

combining said wrays of samples to generate groups of combined samples; 
correlating said groups of combined samples with a known code sequence and generating a cor- 
relation value; and 

comparing said correlatton value with a threshold to determine each data symbd corresponding 
to each transmitted symbol. 

38. The method according to daim 37 wherein said step of selecting indudes the step of selecting said sam- 
ples from two different wrays, a f irst wray induding I samples from one of said rays and a second wray 
Induding Q samples from one of said rays. 

39. The method according to daim 37 wherein said step of combining further indudes the steps of. 

multiplying each sample by a corresponding weight to produce a plurality of weighted values; and 
summing the weighted values to generate said groups of combined samples. 

40. The method according to daim 39 wherein the step of multiplying indudes multiplying each sample by 
said corresponding weight using a single complex sample-by-sample multiplier. 

41. The method according to daim 39 wherein the step of nnuitiplying indudes multiplying each sample by 
said corresponding weight using a single scalar sample-by-sample multiplier. 

42. The method according to daim 39 wherein the step of multiplying indudes multiplying each sample by 
said corresponding weight using a plurality of complex sample-by-sample multipliers. 

43. The method according to daim 39 wherein the step of multiplying indudes multiplying each sample by 
said corresponding weight using a plurality of scalar sample-by-sample multipliers. 

44. In a code division multiple access system, a method for communicating data syffols to a receiver, wherein 
a transmitter maps a stream of data symbols into a stream of code symbols and further combines each 
code symbol with one scrambling bit sequence to form a stream of respective transmitted scrambled code 
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symbols, the method comprising the steps of. 

receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier s^nals including at least two rays 
and demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted scrambled code symbols in each ray 
producing In-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for each ray; 

sampling the I and Q components to produce at least one I sample and at least one Q sample for 
each transmitted scrambled code symbol; 

successhrelyselectingatleasttwowraysofsaidsample8.eachwrayincludinglsampiesorQsam- 
ples trom any one of said rays; 

successively descrambling each vway of samples with the scrambling bit sequence- 
successh^ely correlating the descrambled samples in the selected wrays with a set of known code 
sequences and generating correlation values; 

successhrely combining said correlation values to generate combined values- and 

«"«»sswelycomparingthecombinedvalue8witheachothertodetecteachtransmittedscramble^ 
code symbol, said detected scrambled code symbols corresponding to said stream of data symbols. 

45. The method according to daim 44 wherein said step of successively selecting includes the step of sue 
c^n^ely selecting said samples from two different wrays. a first wray including I samples ftom one of 
said rays and a second wray including Q samples from one of said lays. 

46. The method according to daim 44 further induding the steps of: successively removing a selected one 
of said code symbols corresponding to the detected one of said code symbols from the composite signal 
to generate a residual composite signal; and 

, successively reconstructing the original composite signal samples less the selected code symbol 

tiwn the residual composite signal and transmitting the samples to the selecting means. 

47. The method according to daim 46 wherein said step of reconstructing further includes: 

Inverse correlating the residual composite signal; and 

rescrambting the residual composite signal to reconstruct the original composite signal without the 
code symbol corresponding to the detected code symbol using the scrambling bit sequence. 

48. The method according to daim 47 wherein said step of correlating indudes computing a fast Waish trans- 
form to corrdate the samples to known Walsh-Hadamard sequences and said step of inveree correlating 
indudes oompubng an immerse ftetVWaJshtransformtoraconstrudsampiesofthe residual c^^ 

48. The method according to claim 46 wherein said step of comparing determines whidi combined value is 
the largest, and said step of removing removes the code symbol corresponding to the largest correlation 
value from the composite signal to form the residual composite signal. 

50. The method according to dabn 44 wherein sakJ set of known code sequences are code woids from an 
orthogonal block code. 

51. The method according to daim 44 wherein said set of known code sequences are code woids from a bl- 

orthogonal block code. 

52. The niethod according to daim 44 wherein the step of corrdating indudes computing a fast Walsh trans- 
form to correlate the samples to known Walsh-HadamanJ sequences. 

53. In a code division multiple access system, a methodforcommunicating date symbols to a receiver, wherein 
a tansmitter maps a stream of date symbols into a stream of code symbols and further combines ead) 
code symbol with one scrambling bit sequence to form a stream of respecOve transmitted scrambled code 
symbols, the method comprising the steps oft 

receiving a composite signal of overlapping modulated carrier signals Induding at least two rays 
and demodulating the composite signal to recover the transmitted scrambled code symbols in each ray 
producing in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) components for each ray; 

sampling the I and Q componente to produce at least one I sampte and at least one Q sampte for 
each transmitted scrambled code symbd; 

successivdy selecting at least two wrays of saM samples, each wray induding I samples or Q sam- 
ples from any one of said rays; » H «o«ir 
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successively descrambling each wray of samples with the scrambling bit sequence; 
successively combining said descrambled wrays of samples to generate groups of combined sanv 

pies; 

successively correlating said groups of combined samples with a set of known code sequences 
5 and generating a plurality of correlation values, one for each sequence; and 

successively comparing the correlation values with each other to detect each transmitted scram- 
bled code symbol, said detected scrambled code symbols corresponding to said stream of data symbols. 

54. The method according to dalm 53 wherein said step of selecting Includes the step of selecting said sam- 
10 pies from two different wrays, a first wray including I samples from one of said rays and a second wray 

including Q samples from one of said rays. 

55. The method according to daim 53 wherein the step of correlating indudes computing a fast Walsh trans- 
form to correlate the samples to known Walsh-Hadamard sequences. 

IS 

56. The method according to daim 53 wherein saki set of known code sequences are code words in an or- 
thogonal block code. 

57. The method according to dalm 53 wherein said set of known code sequences are code words in a bi- 
orthogona) block code. 

20 

58. In a spread spectrum conrvnunicattons system, a method for receiving spread spectrum information sig- 
nals and determining received data sequences, said method comprising: 

receiving a composite signal of overlapping, transmitted signals; 
sampling said composite signal; 
2S selecting at least two wrays of composite signal samples; and 

combining said composite signal samples in each of said selected wrays to recover the transmitted 
data signal. 
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